
Westwood, Kansas
City Council Meeting

Thursday, August 11, 2022



Ready or not...

• In 2011, the first baby boomers began 
turning 65. 

• Approximately 
10,000 boomers 
turn 65 every day.

• This will continue 
until 2030.



Soon, the percentage (and number) of persons age 65+ in the world 
will be greater than those age 5 and younger!

More old than young

http://www.nia.nih.gov/NR/rdonlyres/9E91407E-CFE8-4903-9875-D5AA75BD1D50/0/WPAM_finalpdftorose3_9.pdf


Kansas’ Senior Population
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KC Metro Data



The metropolitan Kansas City’s 
population is becoming more and 
more a region of all ages — where 

all groups are represented 
relatively equally.



100,000 50,000 0 50,000 100,000

Under age 5

10-14

20-24

30-34

40-44

50-54

60-64

70-74

80-84

M

F

1990



100,000 50,000 0 50,000 100,000

Under age 5

10-14

20-24

30-34

40-44

50-54

60-64

70-74

80-84

M
F

2030



50+

Westwood population: 16-year comparison
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What does this mean for cities?

• Emergency 
preparedness.

• Public safety.
• Public works.
• Parks and recreation.
• Health.
• Neighborhoods.
• Housing.



FACT: Both groups want: 
• Affordability. 
• Low-maintenance housing.
• Walkability.
• Mixed use development.
• Transportation options.
• Social engagement. 

FACT

MYTH:  
Young people 

look for different 
community 

amenities than 
older people. 

MYTH FACTVS



Communities for All Ages 
Recognition Program



Checklist
• Public outdoor spaces and 

buildings.
• Housing and commercial 

development.
• Transportation and mobility.
• Social inclusion, 

communication and 
participation.

• Civic participation and 
employment.

• Community and health 
services.



CFAA Cities
Bronze

• Blue Springs, Missouri
• Johnson County, Kansas
• Merriam, Kansas
• Olathe, Kansas
• Parkville, Missouri
• Raytown, Missouri, 
• In progress: Harrisonville, Missouri, 
• Westwood Kansas   

Silver
• Grain Valley, Missouri
• Liberty, Missouri
• Peculiar, Missouri
• In progress: 

Parkville, Missouri

Gold
• Excelsior Springs, Missouri
• Grandview, Missouri
• Gladstone, Missouri
• Independence, Missouri
• Kearney, Missouri
• Lee’s Summit, Missouri
• Mission, Kansas
• North Kansas City, Missouri
• Raymore, Missouri
• Roeland Park, Kansas



• Communities for All Ages Master Plan
• Lee’s Summit and Raymore, Missouri

• Updated Bicycle Master Plan
• North Kansas City, Missouri

• Updated Comp/Strategic Plan
• Gladstone, Grandview, Independence and Kearney, Missouri

• Updated Parks Plan
• Mission, Kansas, and Roeland Park, Kansas (R Park Phased 

Development Plan); Excelsior Springs, Missouri

Gold Level Communities ― Policy Adoption



Examples of embedded practices
• City council resolutions.
• Ten communities have applied an age-lens to a major city plan (city 

council approval).
• Three communities are engaging their local high schools to become 

involved, for example: adding students to committees and 
commissions. 

• One community applied an age lens to a new farmers market.
• Two communities place a “CFAA Impact” statement on all council

agenda items.
• Two communities established a

CFAA Advisory Committee to oversee
implementation.



• Two communities participated in a UD park 
charrette and plan to incorporate UD principles in 
future outdoor projects.

• Accessory Dwelling Ordinance expanded and 
adopted in several cities.

• One community applied an 
age lens to a neighborhood 
revitalization plan.

• Elevated understanding of universal design (one 
community currently researching with intent to 
adopt a policy).

• Intergenerational parks. 

Embedded practices – Planning/Zoning



Bronze Level
• City requirements to achieve Bronze Level recognition

– Adoption of resolution elected body to participate in the Communities for All Ages program.
– Make a presentation to Department Head employees on the Communities for All Ages program and implications for city planning
– Make a presentation to governing bodies and relevant commissions on becoming age friendly and the Communities for All Ages program, and take at 

least two of the following actions:
• Hold at least one community meeting to discuss Communities for All Ages issues and present information.
• Prepare written materials on age-friendly communities and distribute to the public.
• Establish a speakers’ bureau to share information with neighborhood groups, businesses and civic groups.
• Put information about demographic changes and Communities for All Ages on city website.

• Other City requirements
• Designate a lead staff person to support city involvement, including responsibility to submit application for Bronze level recognition.
• Organization and hosting of focus groups and meetings, including recruitment of focus group participants (if chosen as a Bronze Level activity).
• Organization and implementation of a resident survey (if chosen as a Bronze Level activity).

• MARC Responsibilities
– Opening planning meeting with staff and officials.
– Two to four Communities for All Ages awareness presentations.
– Staff assistance in fulfilling Bronze level requirements.
– Wrap up meeting with staff and officials. (if needed)



Silver Level

• City requirements to achieve Silver Level recognition
• Meet the requirements for Bronze Awareness level.
• Form a Community for All Ages committee of elected officials, staff and community members (or assign tasks to an 

existing committee) and have members use the Communities for All Ages Checklist to conduct a self-assessment of 
your community and issue a report based on their findings.

• Other City requirements
• Provide lead staff person, including responsibility to submit application for Silver level recognition.
• Appointment of new citizen-based assessment committee or assignment of assessment to existing city committee.
• Arranging and hosting meetings for assessment committees.
• Preparation of final assessment report.

• Presentation of assessment report to governing body.

• MARC Responsibilities
• Planning meeting with staff and officials.
• Facilitation of up to six assessment meetings with assessment committee.
• Assistance in preparing final assessment.
• Assistance in presenting final assessment to governing body.



Gold Level

• City requirements to achieve Gold Level recognition
• Meet the Bronze Awareness and Silver Assessment level criteria.
• Adopt a Communities for All Ages Plan or include a Community for All Ages component in a major local plan, such 

as a comprehensive plan, strategic plan or park plan.

• Other City requirements
• Provide lead person, including responsibility to submit application for Gold level recognition.

• Identification of Communities for All Ages plan or incorporation into existing plan.
• Plan preparation and community engagement.
• Adoption of plan by governing body.

• MARC Responsibilities
• Assistance in developing elements of Communities for All Ages plan or incorporation

of Communities for All Ages into existing plan based on assessment.
• Assistance in presentation and adoption of Communities for All Ages plan.



Next Steps 
• Commitment to participate in the Communities for All Ages 

Recognition Program. 
• City Council presentation and resolution. In progress.

• Identify leadership. Completed.
• Develop Bronze Level plan (with MARC’s assistance). In progress.
• Begin Silver and Gold Level Planning/Strategies. (Projected 2023)
• Participate in joint meetings with other communities participating in the 

Recognition Program (optional).
• Participate in Communities for All Ages Professional Network 

(optional).





Contact Information

Cathy Boyer-Shesol, MPA
Project Manager

KC Communities for All Ages – MARC
cboyer@marc.org

816-701-8246
www.marc.org/kccfaa
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